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Ava Duvernay’s Portrayal of the Criminal Justice System and People of Color
[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic question: Using evidence from the film as well as outside sources, write an essay that analyzes the message that Ava Duvernay is trying to convey to her audience about the criminal justice system and how it treats people of color. 
Response 
It is not news to anyone who has lived in America that racial discrimination is a reality, especially in the criminal justice system of this country. People may want to call it different names or use other ways to describe it to get it out of the public’s view. But, the truth is that people of color continue to suffer through the criminal justice system. As portrayed in Ava Duvernay’s film When They See Us, despite fighting for their liberties that started more than two centuries ago, black people are still facing racial discrimination, perpetrated by the government-run institutions in the criminal justice system such as the police departments, flawed prosecution process, and courts.
Ava Duvernay has conveyed to her audience about the social injustices perpetrated by the criminal justice system against the people of color. Different departments in the criminal justice system can take the share of the blame for the predicaments of people of color equally. Duvernay’s film portrays how each department is contributing to the failure of the criminal justice system at large. All the departments-courts, police, and prosecution process have equally contributed to the persistent problem of racial injustices.
First, the police department is one of the sectors where racial injustice is perpetrated as portrayed in the film. Duvernay shows how the police arbitrarily arrested the five teenagers and aggressively questioned them without their parents present for many hours without a break (Center for Global Education 6). The first episode of the film shows how the five boys are coerced into signing a confession that they engaged in the incident that left Trish Meili, a white woman, almost dead in Central Park. Duvernay presents the miscarriage of the criminal justice system as the police department is highlighted as one of the sectors in the justice system that engages in racial profiling and perpetuation of social injustice.
Secondly, the flawed prosecution process that involved the five boys further demonstrates Duvernay’s portrayal of the criminal justice system as a great offender in racial profiling and discrimination against people of color. Despite the DNA evidence exonerating the five teenagers from the crime as their DNA was not matched to the suspected criminals who engaged in the rape, the prosecution continued to prosecute them with the videotaped confessions obtained from coercion by the police (Laughland 4). According to Laughland, the five boys were falsely convicted and prosecuted for an offense that they did not commit just because they were from the minority. Episode two of the film focuses on the trial of the five boys and one can see the flawed prosecution process as their defense attorney pointed out lack of physical evidence to link them with the crime.
Lastly, Duverney’s film shows how the court and the jury failed to consider lack of physical evidence and inconsistencies in the trial. According to Feldman, the five boys were convicted and prosecuted in 1989, and in 2002, the convictions were quashed after real perpetrators were identified by confession and DNA evidence (2). Even though they received a compensation of $41 million from the New York City, Feldman explains that they were deprived of their innocence and childhoods after being falsely convicted for crimes that they did not commit (2). Duverney’s film shows how departments in the criminal justice system like the courts are used to perpetuate racial injustices against people of color.
In conclusion, the criminal justice system should be at the forefront of the fight against racial injustices against people of color and other minority racial groups. However, as portrayed in Duvernay’s film When They See Us, the truth is that these institutions are the ones getting implicated in issues related to racial discrimination against people of color as depicted in the case of the five boys who were convicted for crimes that they did not commit, which deprived them of their liberties, childhood, and innocence.
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